Care, compassion & support
in our community

Wills & Gifts
Enquiries

St John’s Hospice provides its services to
patients and their families across the South
Lakes, North Lancashire and parts of North
Yorkshire, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365
days a year.

If you have any questions about leaving a
gift in your Will to St John’s Hospice, please
contact our Legacy Manager, Stuart Nelson,
via the details below. You can also speak to
your solicitor.

Our services are free of charge and open to
anyone aged 18 and over, suffering from life
shortening conditions. These can include
heart failure, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease, neurological conditions, cancer as
well as the frail elderly.

Connecting
with your Hospice
There are lots of way you can connect with
St John’s Hospice.
Visit our website for details of our services,
fundraising events, and campaigns from the
Hospice.
Follow us on our social media channels for
news on the hospice as well as updates from
our community.
stuart.nelson@sjhospice.org.uk
sjhospice.org.uk

While freely offered, this care is not without
cost. St John’s Hospice receives only one third
of the much-needed funding from the NHS. The
rest is raised through fundraising and critically,
gifts in Wills.
Deciding to leave a gift in your Will to St John’s
Hospice helps secure our future, ensuring that
we can continue to offer care, compassion and
support to people throughout our community
during the most difficult times of their lives.

01524 382538

sjhospice
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Your Will can help
secure our future.

How your gift can help your
local Hospice
Any gift, large or small will make a difference to
St John’s Hospice.

Donna’s Story

- Registered Staff Nurse
at St John’s Inpatient Ward

You can decide to gift a specific sum of money
or a percentage of your assets.
You can also stipulate an area of the Hospice
for your gift to benefit. You could choose to
support a specific service.
All gifts are greatly appreciated and used
responsibly to benefit patients and families in
your community.

Key Clinical Services
at St John’s Hospice
Key clinical services at St John’s Hospice
currently include:
Inpatient Ward - Our inpatient ward
provides around the clock care for those
needing complex palliative care including
symptom management and end of life care.
Clinical Nurse Specialists – This community
team help patients with life shortening illnesses
plan for their future with tools such as Advance
Care Planning, ensuring their wishes are
carried out.
Hospice at Home - This community nursing
team provide specialist palliative care in
patients homes, towards the end of life. This
can include symptom and pain management
but also includes support and advice. They
also offer night sitting services that are vital for
those caring for loved ones at home.

We all remember the shift in March 2020 when
we knew the pandemic had come. There was a
palpable atmosphere of anxiety and the feeling
of something ‘big’ - a global pandemic was
something none of us had ever experienced
before. We had a briefing meeting, COVID-19
was here. We felt tense, we knew we were in
it, that it was our turn, I felt my stomach drop.
Within hours “we were on it” - nurses move
quickly, we learn quickly and we are used to
working with whatever is in front of us.

even further. Along with other colleagues I had
coronavirus too and in some way that brought
another layer of understanding to us all. Yes
my family were worried about me nursing but
after 23 years of nursing here I knew I needed
to do it, we nurse for patients, for families, for
our community. I showed my son pictures of me
in PPE so he could see the layers and layers in
the hope it would give him some reassurance.
What do I miss? I miss the fact that you can’t put
your arm around a patient or relative to comfort
them etc., not even a touch on the arm. Hugs
are free and it feels cruel not to. Nurses like me
have learnt ‘smizing’ -if you make a big smile
underneath your mask your eyes crinkle at the
sides so patients know you are smiling at them.
We make heart signs with our hands and make
hug signs to people with our arms.
What keeps me going? Our community don’t
forget us and have kept us in their hearts
with thoughtful gifts to keep us going: sweets,
uniform bags, chocolates. And all those people
who have carried on fundraising - every amount
that comes in doesn’t just pay our salaries - it
lifts us because we know people still care about
the fact that we care for their loved ones.

We nursed patients with COVID-19 in isolation
rooms in full PPE. It’s difficult to describe the
heat: you are in a full gown, apron, masks, visor,
gloves, and shoes - everything. You sweat; you
feel the sweat running down you, your visor
steams up and yet not one of us wouldn’t have
done what needed to be done.
There are still so many unknowns, the guidance
changes and you just change with it. You build
your own power and your team power builds

Hospice at Home – a front line service who
continue their visits to patients’ homes

